
 

 
September 4, 2009 
 
Senator Patricia Wiggins, Chairman 
Joint Committee on Fisheries and Aquaculture 
State Capitol, Room 4081 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: AB1 and SB 1 
 
The Salmon and Steelhead Advisory Committee is writing you to oppose passage of AB 
1 and SB 1 in this legislative session.  While the legislation that has been proposed may 
include some excellent concepts such as water conservation, instream flow standards, 
diversion measurement and reporting requirements, and Klamath Dam removal funding, 
it also includes provisions which are extremely damaging to California's salmon and 
steelhead resources, such as declaring the Public Trust Doctrine and water supply as 
co-equal goals. 
 
California courts, including the state's Supreme Court have consistently ruled that water 
exported from the Bay-Delta estuary is subordinate to the environmental protection of 
the estuary's environment and that the beneficial uses of water in and upstream of the 
estuary are superior to the beneficial uses of water exported from the estuary.  SB-1 
and AB-1 undermine these precedential decisions and essentially tell the courts they're  
wrong. 
 
Attached is a letter from Antonio Rossmann, a distinguished lecturer in water resources 
law at U.C. Berkeley's School of Law, discussing the negative implications of the water 
bill package. 
 
This important issue should not be rushed through in the final moments of this 
legislative session.  There has not been enough opportunity for public review and input.  



Water, like energy, is too important to be patched together in last minute negotiations of 
a conference committee  The Salmon and Steelhead Advisory Committee urges you to 
defer water legislation until the next legislative session when there is time to allow 
adequate public review and participation for the future of California's life's blood- its 
water. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Vivian Helliwell, Chair 
California Advisory Committee on Salmon and Steelhead 
(707) 445-1976 
 
Cc: Members of Water Legislation Conference Committee 
     














