


 
July 6, 2009 

 
David Hayes, Deputy Secretary 
Department of Interior 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington DC 20240 
 
Re: California’s Central Valley Water 
 
Dear Deputy Secretary Hayes: 
 
I am the chairman of the Steelhead Committee of the Northern California Council of the 
Federation of Fly Fishers, Inc. (NCCFFF). The NCCFFF is dedicated to the sport of fly 
fishing and fish conservation. We have more than 1,000 regular members with about 
6,000 members in 31 affiliated clubs throughout northern California. I respectfully 
request that you consider my comments on behalf of the NCCFFF. 
 
I am writing to respectfully bring to your attention a number of gross exaggerations and 
outright falsehoods currently being promulgated by the intensive, well funded 
lobbying/public relations effort by agro-industry interests the San Joaquin Valley. The 
thrust of their campaign is to blame recent Biological Opinions filed by US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) and National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) for the depressed 
economy and high unemployment found in the San Joaquin Valley.  
 
The Biological Opinions were developed by expert scientists and based on the best 
available scientific and commercial information. The call for reducing water exports from 
the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta is only one of a number of steps necessary for the 
recovery of threatened and endangered species in the whole Central Valley. However, 
there is no question that saving the Delta ecosystem is key to making the other steps 
viable and worthwhile. The call for reduction in Delta water exports is not excessive (5-
7%) and is long overdue. In fact, it may be too late to save one of the species in question, 
Delta Smelt, and Central Valley Steelhead are not far behind.  
 
Information being disseminated by San Joaquin agro-industry interests is at best 
disingenuous, but often simply untrue. Their purpose is clear; it is to use the current 
economic crisis to undercut the Endangered Species Act and thereby ensure their access 
to cheap, subsidized water at the expense of the Delta ecosystem. 
 
They have blamed the San Joaquin Valley’s high unemployment woes on reductions in 
water allotments. Actual employment data do not support this claim. San Joaquin Valley 
unemployment rates have always been high, but during the current economic crisis the 
agricultural sector has actually fared better than other sectors in these counties. 
Furthermore, farm communities north of the Delta, which are receiving full water 
allotments, are suffering similar employment impacts. 
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Other agro-industry rhetoric would imply that San Joaquin Valley farmers are receiving 
only 10% of the water they need to grow their crops. In fact, by tapping into other 
sources (wells, transfers, hold-over storage), water agencies serving these counties have 
delivered an average of 85% of a normal water year. Many of those receiving lower 
allotments (west side farms) have junior water rights and are not guaranteed water 
deliveries in low water years.  It is important to note that the west side farms have always 
known that water was unlikely in drought years, due to their most junior water rights.  It 
should not be the Delta ecosystem or taxpayer responsibility to bale them out after 
making bad farming decisions like planting permanent crops – nuts, citrus, grapes or fruit 
trees. 
 
I am confident that you will carefully consider the science behind the NMFS and FWS 
Biological Opinions, and find the 5-7% reduction in water exports is crucial to the 
recovery of the Delta ecosystem, and the threatened and endangered species that depend 
upon it.  We’d also like to offer our support for science based decision making at DOI in 
the months ahead.  We know the decisions will be difficult, and some may suffer in the 
short run.  However, balancing water needs in California for both people and the 
environment is the key to long term success and stability.  We encourage you to realize 
that the San Joaquin agriculture districts have more financial and political leverage than 
other constituencies can muster.  We hope you’ll let good science guide decision making, 
and not fall prey to the political pressures being applied. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Respectfully, 

 
Dougald Scott, Ph.D. 
Northern California Council Federation of Fly Fishers, Inc. 
116 Allegro Drive 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 
831.427.1394 
dougald@comcast.net 
 
cc: Secretary Ken Salazar 

Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, N.W. 
Washington DC 20240 
 
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
State of California 
State Capitol, First Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 


