
August 3, 2009

Public Comments Processing, Attn: 1018–AT50
Division of  Policy and Directives Management
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 222
Arlington, VA 22203

Re: Final Rule, Interagency Cooperation Under the Endangered Species Act
Docket ID: FWS-R9-ES-2009-0031, Document ID FWS-R9-ES-2009-0031-0001

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the need to maintain strong interagency consultation 
rules under Section 7 of  the Endangered Species Act (ESA). On behalf  of  the undersigned 
organizations, we ask you to support the scientific underpinnings of  consultations under the Act 
and maintain strong endangered species protections for our nation's wildlife, fish and plants 
currently on the brink of  extinction. 

Section 7 consultations are a vital part of  ensuring that sound science is used in the ESA process, as 
they require federal agencies to consult with experts at the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or National 
Marine Fisheries Service (the Services) when evaluating federal actions, permits or funding decisions. 
Therefore, Section 7 consultations are the keystone to implementing and enforcing the Endangered 
Species Act and must remain robust.

We greatly appreciate Secretaries Locke and Salazar repealing the last-minute Bush Administration 
rule changes for consultations.  Those proposed changes undermined the scientific integrity of  this 
critical law and jeopardized species in need of  conservation measures. As you know, those changes 
would have eliminated an important checks and balances system, relinquished biological decisions to 
agencies that may have no staff  with relevant scientific training, imposed arbitrary deadlines and 
attempted to ignore the impacts of  climate change on some of  our nation's species most vulnerable 
to its effects. 

The Section 7 consultation process has worked quite successfully since its implementation by the 
Reagan Administration in 1986.  There is little evidence that the current system needs overhauling or 
is inadequate to address today's threats. As such, we urge you to resist the inevitable calls that would 
weaken the Services' ability to protect endangered species.  The current system has proven itself  to 
be timely and is a major reason that 99 percent of  listed species have successfully avoided extinction. 
Therefore, the federal government must maintain a strong oversight and a system of  checks and 
balances to review federal projects that may have any negative impact on a protected species.  We 
believe policies that improve critical habitat designations, cumulative impacts assessments and 
recovery plan coordination could make the Section 7 process work even better.

Global climate change is today's largest single threat to endangered species.  The Bush 
Administration attempted to handle the issue by broadly exempting its consideration from 
consultations, which could have been disastrous.  Congress instructed the use of  the best available 
science for protecting endangered species and this should be no different when it comes to 



addressing global warming pollution and its sources. Science should guide the Services' evaluations 
of  an action's global warming and species impact.

As you know, the main purpose of  the ESA is to recover species to a point they no longer need 
protection.  While we have been greatly successful in preventing extinction, more must be done to 
aide in recovery.  Section 7 consultations should evaluate impacts to recovery as well as survival in 
considering federal agency actions that may affect species and critical habitats.  In addition, there are 
over 500 species listed by the U.S. that occur mostly beyond our nation's borders but can be harmed 
by actions funded or permitted by the federal government. The regulatory protection against federal 
actions that might jeopardize the recovery or survival of  these species should be restored.

For 35 years, the Endangered Species Act has been a safety net for our nation's wildlife, fish and 
plants on the brink of  extinction. Section 7 consultations have served the American people and our 
nation's endangered species in an efficient and effective manner for more than two decades.  The 
science-based consultations are the backbone for implementing the Act.  Please dismiss all calls to 
weaken these provisions and work to maintain this effective system of  endangered species 
protections.

Thank you for considering our views.

Sincerely,

Endangered Species Coalition
Leda Huta
Executive Director
Washington, DC

American Rivers
Andrew Fahlund
Senior VP for Conservation
Washington, DC

Center for Biological Diversity
Bill Snape
Senior Council
Washington, DC

Defenders of  Wildlife
Robert P. Davison, Ph.D.
Senior Policy Advisor
Washington, DC

Sierra Club
Debbie Sease
National Campaign Director
Washington, DC

The Wilderness Society
Mary C. Krueger
Forest Policy Analyst
Fitchburg, MA

Alaska Wildlife Alliance
John Toppenberg
Director
Anchorage, AK

Alliance for the Wild Rockies
Michael Garrity
Executive Director
Helena, MT

Arkansas Renewable Energy Association
William Ball
Chairman
Little Rock, AR

Audubon Society of  Rhode Island
Eugenia Marks
Senior Policy Director
Smithfield, RI



Butte Environmental Council
Lynn Barris
Board member
Chico, CA

California Native Plant Society
Tara Hansen
Executive Director
Sacramento, CA

California Oak Foundation
Janet Santos Cobb
President
Oakland, CA

California Sportfishing Protection Alliance
Bill Jennings 
Chairman/Executive Director
Stockton, CA

Caribbean Conservation Corporation
David Godfrey
Executive Director
Gainesville, FL

Center for Native Ecosystems
Josh Pollock
Conservation Director
Denver, CO

Cetacean Society International
William W. Rossiter
President
Georgetown, CT 

Citizens to Complete the Refuge
Florence M. LaRiviere
Chairperson
Palo Alto, CA

The Chewonki Foundation
W. Donald Hudson, Jr., Ph.D.
President
Wiscasset, ME

The Clinch Coalition
Steve Brooks
Director
Nickelsville, VA

Conservation Council for Hawai’i
Marjorie Ziegler
Executive Director
Honolulu, HI

Conservation Northwest
Mitch Friedman
Executive Director
Bellingham, WA

Endangered Habitats League
Dan Silver
Executive Director
Los Angeles, CA 

Endangered Small Mammal Conservation Fund 
David Wade
President
Monmouth, IL

Environmental Defense Center
Linda Krop
Chief  Counsel
Santa Barbara, CA

Forests Forever
Paul Hughes
Executive Director
San Francisco, CA

Friends of  the Rivers of  Virginia
Bill Tanger
Chair
Roanoke, VA

Friends of  the Wild Swan
Arlene Montgomery
Program Director
Swan Lake, MT



Grand Canyon Trust
Bill Hedden
Executive Director
Moab, Utah

Gray Panthers
Susan Murany
Executive Director
Washington, DC

Harris Center for Conservation Education
Meade Cadot
Director of  Land Protection and Public Programs
Hancock, NH

Hells Canyon Preservation Council
Greg Dyson
Executive Director
La Grande, OR

International Marine Mammal Project of  Earth 
Island Institute
Mark J. Palmer
Associate Director
Oakland, CA

Kentucky Heartwood
Jim Scheff
Director
Versailles, KY

Kettle Range Conservation Group
Steve Anthes 
President
Republic, WA

Montana Audubon
Janet Ellis
Program Director
Helena, MT

North Cascades Conservation Council 
Marc Bardsley
President  
Snohomish, WA

Oregon Natural Desert Association
Brent Fenty
Executive Director
Bend, OR

The Otter Project
Allison Ford
Executive Director
Monterey, CA

Pacific Rivers Council
John Kober
Executive Director
Portland, OR

Pandas International
Carrie Phillips
Assistant Director
Denver, CO

Primate Conservation Inc
Noel Rowe 
Director
Charlestown, RI

Project Coyote & Animal Welfare Institute
Camilla H. Fox
Larkspur, CA & Washington, DC

Puget Sound Urban Wildlife Photography Club
Sunny Walter
Founder
Issaquah, WA

RESTORE: The North Woods
Jym St. Pierre
Maine Director
Hallowell, ME 

Restoring Eden
Peter Illyn
Executive Director
La Center, WA

Salmon Protection and Watershed Network
Paola Bouley
Conservation Program Director
Forest Knolls, CA



San Joaquin Et Al
Maureen McCorry
Director
Merced, CA

San Joaquin Raptor Rescue Center
Lydia Miller
President
Merced, CA

San Joaquin Valley Conservancy
Bill Hatch
Board Member
Merced, CA

Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition
R. Nicole Cordan
Policy & Legal Director
Portland, OR

Save the Manatee Club
Katie Tripp, Ph.D.
Director of  Science and Conservation
Maitland, FL

Sky Island Alliance
Melanie Emerson
Executive Director
Tucson, AZ

Turtle Island Restoration Network
Todd Steiner
Executive Director
Forest Knolls, CA

Union for Reform Judaism 
Washington, DC

Voice for Animals (Maine& New Hampshire)
Caryl McIntire Edwards
Executive Director
York, ME

WaterWatch of  Oregon
John DeVoe
Executive Director
Portland, OR

Western Watersheds Project
Jon Marvel
Executive Director
Missoula, MT

Western North Carolina Alliance
Julie V. Mayfield
Executive Director
Asheville, NC

Western Wildlife Conservancy
Kirk C Robinson, PhD, JD
Director
Salt Lake City, UT

WildEarth Guardians
Nicole Rosmarino, Ph.D.
Wildlife Program Director
Denver, CO

Wildlife Alliance of  Maine
Daryl DeJoy
Executive Director
Bangor, ME

Wyoming Outdoor Council
Sophie Osborn
Wildlife Program Manager
Lander, WY

The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation
Scott Hoffman Black
Executive Director
Portland, OR


